6 November
mr. R. S. lambert's slander action
The jury, after a three days' hearing, found in favour of
Mr. R. S. Lambert, editor of the Listener, in his slander action
against Sir Cecil Levita, and awarded him £7,500 damages. Mr.
Lambert complained that Sir Cecil had slandered him to Mr.
Gladstone Murray, who was then Assistant-Controller of Pro-
grammes for the B.B.C., saying, in effect, "Mr. Lambert some
months ago fell under the influence of Harry Price and has
been heard to express belief in the occult, notably in a talking
mongoose. Also he has moved his house three times because
of pursuit by the evil eye. Things like this have so upset Mr.
Lambert's judgment that he is not competent as a Governor
of the Film Institute." In the course of the action it was alleged
that Mr. Lambert had been threatened that if he did not drop
the action his position with the B.B.C. would be prejudiced,
because "he would make the Corporation doubt his judgment
and would seem to be placing his own interests in priority to
those of the Corporation."
Mr. Justice Swift, summing up, said that if the jury found
that the alleged slander was not true they must award such
damages to Mr. Lambert as would show the world that the
slander was not true and was not justified. It was a dreadful
thing, when a man in a public position was affronted and out-
raged, and brought an action demanding redress for the wrong
which had been done to him, that his employers should be
approached behind his back and asked to bring pressure to bear
on him to settle the matter.
father coughlin fades out
Father Coughlin, the American "Radio Priest," announced
in a broadcast that since his National Union for Social Justice
had been thoroughly discredited by the election results in
America he \vas withdrawing from all radio activity in the best
interests of the people. This is in fulfilment of a promise made
before the election that he would cease broadcasting if he failed
to deliver 9,000,000 votes to Mr. William Lemke, the Union
party's candidate for President. Actually Mr. Lemke polled
650,000 votes. By his broadcast speeches Father Coughlin,
who was an unknown priest five years ago, has become the
leading figure in national politics, but one whose influence
seems to have been over-estimated.
an athletic phabaoh
An  inscription" of Pharaoh  Amenhotep  II,  dating ^ from
1447 b.c., has been found near the Sphinx of Giza, in which he
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